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CONVERSATIONS

ABOUT WORLD WAR II:
ECHOES FROM

THE OTHER SIDE

OF THE ATLANTIC OCEAN

Letter to the Editor-in-Chief

I read with great interest “My Experience
of War. Childhood in Occupied La Ro-
chelle” by Pierre Marillaud, published
last year in the Tyumen State University
Herald. Humanities Research. Humani-
tates. The memories of Dr. Marillaud and
other representatives of his generation,
who witnessed the perils of the epoch
with their own eyes, are becoming rare
and more valuable as years go by. I also
appreciate the other materials on the his-
tory of World War II (WWII) that ap-
peared in your journal, they also are very
interesting and insightful.

Inspired by the content of your pub-
lications, I decided to share my recollec-
tion of encounters with people who lived
through the war in France, Switzerland,
Poland, and Hungary. I met them on
the other side of the Atlantic Ocean and
noticed their readiness to recall and com-
municate their personal war experiences
and their attitudes towards the Soviet

PA3TOBOPBI O BIOPOM
MMPOBOJ BOVIHE:
OTrOJIOCKM C IPYTOM
CTOPOHEBI ATIAHTMYECKOTO
OKEAHA

Tucomo enasnomy peoaxmopy

Sl ¢ OONpPIIMM MHTEPECOM MPOYHUTAI
Memyapsl IIbepa Mapuito «Moil onbIT
BOMHBI. JIETCTBO B OKKYNIUpOBaHHOM JIa-
Pomenu», onmy0IMKoBaHHBIE B IPOIIIIOM
rony B «BecTtHrke TromeHckoro rocynap-
CTBEHHOTO yHUBEpcUTeTa. ['yMaHUTap-
Hble uccienoBanus. Humanitatesy». Boc-
IIOMMHAHM J0KTOpa Mapuiio u Ipyrux
MIPEJCTaBUTENEH ero MOKOJEHHUs, KOTO-
phl€ CBOMMU IT1a3aMHU BUAEITH OITACHOCTH
3TIOXH, C TOAaMH CTaHOBATCS BCE Oonee
pPEAKUMHU M IEHHBIMU. S Taxke LEeHIO
JpyTHe MaTepuasl o UCTOpUH BTopoit
MHPOBO BOWHBI, OITyOJTMKOBAaHHBIC B Ba-
IIeM JKypHaJje, OHU Tak)Ke OYeHb MHTE-
PECHBI ¥ POHULIATEIHHBI.
BroxHoBneHHBIH BalIuMu MyOJInKa-
UMM, 5 XOUy TOJIeINUTHCS BOCIIOMUHA-
HUSIMH O BCTpeYax C JIFOIBMH, KOTOPbIE
nepexuiu Boiiny Bo ®@panuuu, Hseiina-
puu, [Tonbie u Benrpuu. S BerpeTnn ux
Ha JIpyroM Oepery ATIaHTHYECKOTO OKe-
aHa ¥ 3aMETHJI X TOTOBHOCTD MOJIEITUTh-
Csl BOCIIOMMHAHUSIMA U CBOUM JIMYHBIM
BOEHHBIM OITBITOM U pacckas3aTb O CBOEM
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Union or Soviet people in the flow of
events in that era. These men revealed
the segments of an intricate web of hu-
man history largely unknown to me, and
perhaps not well known to many of our
contemporaries.

The initiative to talk about WWII
came from them. These individuals re-
lated to me their thoughts as soon as
they learned that I am Russian. As we
are approaching the 76™ anniversary of
the Victory over the Nazi regime in Ger-
many, these reflections can enrich our
comprehension of those tumultuous
days and could be of value for the out-
look of future generations. I would like
to say that Marillaud’s narration also
helped me to get a much deeper under-
standing of the global character of WWII
and the historical connections between
France and Russia.

As I read the pages of Marillaud’s
recollections and tried to learn more about
the Nazi occupation of France, particu-
larly La Rochelle, a Franco-Italian film
Le train based on the novel by George
Simenon drew my attention. The director
of the movie, Pierre Granier-Deferre,
was thirteen when Germany attacked his
country in 1940. Thirty-three years later,
he led his crew to the successful release of
this poignant picture. It shows a railroad
journey of people who are gathered in
a cattle wagon near the Belgian border
trying to escape advancing German troops.
We can see the realities of WWII through
a combination of newsreel footages and
silver screen drama. The bittersweet ro-
mance of the main protagonists enacted
by Jean-Louis Xavier Trintignant, who
became famous in the USSR because
of his leading role in the movie 4 Man
and a Woman (Un homme et une femme),

otHommeHnu Kk CoBerckoMy Coro3y U co-
BETCKUM JIIO/ISIM B XOJIe COOBITHH TOM
ATMOXH. DTH JIOAN PACKPBITH MOMEHTHI
CIJIOKHOM MCTOPHH YeJIOBEYECTBA, B 3HAUH-
TEJbHOM CTETIEHU HEU3BECTHOM MHE U, JTy-
Maro, MHOTMIM HAIllUM COBPEMEHHHKAM.

MuunuaruBa pacckaszarb o Bropoit
MUPOBOU BOMHE UCXOMIIA OT HUX CAMUX.
OHH JeTUINCH CO MHOW CBOMMH MBICIIS-
MU KaK TOJIBKO Y3HABAJIH, UTO S PyCCKHH.
ITockombKy MBI TpHOITHKaeMcs K 76-1 To-
nosuruHe [loOeap! Ha HATUCTCKUM pe-
JKUMOM B | epMaHuH, 3T pa3MBIIIICHUS
MOTYT 00OTaTHTh HAIlle TIOHNMaHUe TEX
OypHBIX THEH W TOBIUATH HA MHUPOBO3-
3peHne OyayIuX MOKOJICHHH. X0ody CKa-
3aTh, YTO IOBECTBOBaHME Mapuiio Takxe
MOMOIJI0O MHE TOpa3/o TIIyO)Ke MOHATh
m1o0aIpHBIN XapakTep Bropoit MupoBoit
BOWHBI M UCTOPUYECKHE CBSZH MEXIY
®panuueii u Poccueit.

Korna st unran BocnomuHanust Ma-
pHifo U mhITaNCA OOJbIe y3HATH O Ha-
IIUCTCKOHM OKKymaruu OpaHitim, 0coOeH-
HO Jla-Pormienun, Moe BHUMaHUE MPUBIIEK
¢dpanko-uranssackuit GrieM «lloe3my
o poMany YKopxxa CumenoHa. Pexxuccepy
atoro ¢misMa, [Isepy I'panse-Iedeppy,
ObBUTO TpHUHA/IIIATh, Korna [ epManust Hama-
na Ha ero ctpany B 1940 r. Tpunuars tpu
rofia CITyCTsl OH CO CBOEM KOMaHION CHSUI
YCIIENIHYIO ¥ TIPOH3UTENHHYIO KapTHHY.
B Heilt n300paxkeHo ITyTENIeCTBHE I10 JKe-
JIC3HOM JTOPOTE JTFONEH, KOTOPBIE COOPAIIHCh
B BaroHe /ISl CKOTa BO3Je OETBrHICKOI
TPaHMIIBL, TIBITASICh CKPBITHCS OT HACTY-
HAoNINX HEMELKHUX BOUCK. MBI BUIUM
peanuu Bropoii MUpOBOil BOIHBI yepes
KOMOWHAITHIO Ka,IpOB KHHOXPOHUKH U JIpa-
MbI Ha KMHOAPKpaHaxX. Tparn4Hblii pomaH
ME/Ty TJIaBHBIMU T'€POSIMH B UCTIOJTHEHUHT
Kan-JIyn KcaBbe TpeHTHHbsIHA, CTaB-
mrero m3BectHbIM B CCCP m3-3a m1aBHO#
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and by Romy Schneider, a star of Aus-
trian, French, and German cinema of
1950-1970s, terminates at the final stop
in La Rochelle. One of the episodes —
a criminal act of Luftwaffe attack on the
train — had an especially gripping effect
on me. French actress Anne Wiazemsky'
played the role of la jeune mére au bébé,
the unfortunate victim of an air raid on
the train.

I knew from my grandmother Anna
and my mother Lidiya that Germans used
aviation against non-military targets sim-
ply to kill and terrorize the population of
the Soviet Union. My grandmother and
two of her daughters, Nina and Lidiya,
barely escaped occupation walking away
shortly before the capture of Volokolamsk
(a city North East of Moscow) by Wehr-
macht in October 1941. Georgy Sergeevich
Babkin, the founder and the first Dean
of Foreign Language Faculty at the Uni-
versity of Tyumen, who received warm
recognition from Marillaud, also described
this terrible practice of German pilots in his
book Psychology of the Front Line. Notes
of an Intelligence Officer. He was only 17
during the evacuation from Minsk on one
of'the last trains to Moscow in the summer
of 1941. After an enemy air strike, a recent
school graduate had to bury his aunt. I was
unaware, however, that Nazi Air Force
used the same awful tactics in France.

I Interestingly, Anne Wiazemsky was a grand-
daughter of French writer and the Nobel
Prize laureate in Literature (1952) Frangois
Charles Mauriac and a daughter of a Russian
Prince.

pomu B pritbMe «MyKUrHA 1 KEHIIFHA
(Un homme et une femme), u Pomu 111Haii-
JIep, 3BE3/IbI aBCTPHUIICKOTO, (hPaHITy3CKOTO
n HeMerkoro kuHO 1950-1970-x T, 3a-
BEpILIAETCS HAa KOHEYHOM ocTaHOBKe B Jla-
Pommerm. OnuH 13 3MM30/10B KAPTHHBI —
TIPECTYTIHBIA akT HamaaeHus rodreadde
Ha TI0e3]1 — MPOU3BEN Ha MEHsI 0COOCHHO
CHJIbHOE BriedarieHne. MpaHITy3ckas ak-
Tpuca AnHa Bsizemcku' chirpana la jeune
meére au bébé, HeCHaCTHYTO JKEPTBY aBHa-
HaJieTa Ha Toe3]I.

Ot cBoux 0aOymIku AHHBI B MaMbl
Jluayy 51 3HAT0, YTO HEMITBI UCTIONIB30BAIN
ABHAITIIO ITPOTHB HEBOSHHBIX IIEJIEH IIPOCTO
IUTS TOTO, YTOOBI YOUBATh U TEPPOPU3HPO-
Bath Hacenenne Coserckoro Coroza. Most
0abymka u 1Be ee mouepy, Huna u Jlnmus,
e/Ba M30eXKalu OKKYTIalluH, YU He3a-
Jioiro J10 B3sitrsi Bepmaxtom Bonokosamcka
(Tropozia K ceBep0-BOCTOKY OT MOCKBBI)
B okTs10pe 1941 1. I'eopruii Cepreeud bao-
KWH, OCHOBATEITh 1 TIEPBBII JIeKaH aKylib-
TeTa pOMaHO-TepMaHCKOH (rtonoruu Tro-
MEHCKOTO TOCYAapCTBEHHOTO YHUBEPCHTE-
Ta, NOJIYUYUBIIWN npu3HaHue Mapuiio,
TaKoKe OIUCAN 9Ty Y/KaCHYIO IIPAKTHKY He-
MELIKUX JIETYMKOB B cBOeH KHure «Ilcuxo-
JIOTHSI TICPETHETO0 Kpast. 3armicKu (poHTOBO-
To pasBemunKka». EMy Obnto Bcero 17 jer,
KOT/Ta OH TIOKMHYJT MUHCK BO BpeMs 9BaKy-
aIy Ha OJTHOM M3 TIOCJIEHHX ITOE3/I0B
B Mockay Jjietom 1941 1. [Tocne aBuaynapa
TIPOTHBHMKA HETABHEMY BBIITYCKHHKY IITKO-
JIBI TIPUIIIOCH TIOXOPOHUTH CBOIO TETIO.
OpnHaxko s He 3Haj, uyto Haucrckue BBC
MCTIONTH30BAJIH TAKY0 YKe YKACHYIO TAKTHUKY
B0 ®panimu.

I HurepecHo, uro Anna Bszemcku Oblia

BHYYKOH (ppaHIly3CKOro mucaress 1 jiay-
peara HoGesneBckoi mpeMuu 1o JimTepa-
type (1952 1) @pancya [llapns Mopuaka
U JIOYEPHIO PYCCKOTO KHSI3S.

BectHuk TromeHCKOro rocyjapCTBEHHOI0 YHUBEPCUTETA



Paszzoeopvl 0 Bmopoit mupoeoit éoiine: 0omzon0cKu ¢ 0py2oil CmopoHbl ...

213

kokok

The first person whose recollection
of the war I would like to highlight was
born in France. When I met him in Florida,
his American name was John. My wife
happened to be a colleague and a friend of
a lady from Brazil who became his spouse.
John was a remarkable reencounter, and
I enjoyed his story.

He was in his teens and studied biolo-
gy and medicine in Lacordaire Academy,
Marseille, in 1941'. This young man’s
plans were shattered when the Germans as-
sumed the administration of the Provence
region a couple of years after their occupa-
tion of France. As an individual with skills
in the medical field, he was assigned to
work as amedic in a local labor camp used
as a resource by the organization Todt,
a major German enterprise responsible for
fortification projects?®. John mentioned that
he treated prisoners of war in the camp as
well as the German and Italian personnel.
He recalled his involvement in operations
including amputation of lower limbs and
administration of medications for venereal

I Tam grateful to Paul Valentine and Selma
De Lima for their help with information
about John.

2 The German construction company Han-
buch and Sohn, a subcontractor of the Todt
organization, was entrusted with building
facilities on the U-boat base in La Rochelle
in 1941 according to the website of the local
museum Le Bunker (https://www.bunker
larochelle.com). The bunker served to
shelter the German Navy during the British
and American Air Force attacks that trou-
bled the mind of the young Pierre Marillaud.
The concrete behemoths of submarine pens
of La Rochelle remain in place. Their
monumental structure had appeared in
the notable 1982 German film Das Boot.

Akskok

TlepBblii 4yesIo0BEK, YbM BOCTIOMUHAHUS
0 BOWHE 5 XOTeNl OBl OTMETHTb, POIUI-
ca Bo @panuuu. Korja s BcTpeTun ero
Bo Dnopuze, oH MpeACcTaBUIICS aMepH-
KaHCKUM UMeHeM JxoH. Most sxkeHa Obl1a
KOJUIETOM M APYrOM KEHIIUHbI U3 bpazu-
JIUH, KOTOpasi BIIOCIEACTBHU CTaja €ro
cympyTroi. JI>koH ObLT 3aMedaTeTbHBIM Ye-
JIOBEKOM, 1 MHE TIOHPABHUIICS €70 PaccKas.

OH OBLT eIe MOAPOCTKOM M H3ydall
OMOJIOTHI0O U MEIHWIIMHY B AKaIeMUH
Jlakopaep B Mapcene B 1941 ! [Tnanst
ATOTO MOJIOJIOTO YeJIOBEKa PYXHYITH, KOTIa
yepe3 mapy JieT nocie 3axpara OpaHipn
HEMITbl B3I Ha ceOsl yIpaBlieHHe perH-
oHoMm IIpoBanc. 13-3a ero MeaUIIMHCKUX
HABBIKOB OH OBIJI HAIPaBIeH MEIHKOM
B MECTHBIN TPY/IOBOH Jarepb, KOTOPbIM
NoB30Basiochk Todt — KpymHOe HeMeTkoe
TIPEIIPHUSATHE, OTBETCTBEHHOE 32 MPOEKTHI
110 oborameHno ypanaZ. JIHKOH YIIOMSHYII,
YTO JISYHJI B JIarepe BOSHHOIIEHHBIX, & TaK-
K€ HEMELIKMIA U UTAJIbTHCKUM cocTaB. Ero
MeIUIMHCKAs AeSITeIhHOCTh BKIIIOYala
ydJacThe B ONEpaIfsx BPOIE aMITyTaIlin

51 6naronape [Tony Banenraiiny u Cenb-
me [le Jluma 3a ux nmomorips ¢ uHdGopMa-
uueit o Jlxone.

Hewmenkoii ctpoutenbHoi komnanuu Han-
buch and Sohn, cyomoapsiiunky opranusa-
1uu Todt, OBLIO OPYYEHO CTPOUTENBCTBO
00BEKTOB Ha 0ase IOIBOIHBIX JIOOK B Jla-
Pomenu B 1941 1., cormacHo BeG-caiiTy
mectHoro mysest Le Bunker (https:/www.
bunkerlarochelle.com). Bynkep ciryxun
YKPBITHEM U1l BOGHHO-MOPCKOTO (h1oTa
I'epmanyy Bo Bpemsi aTak OpUTAHCKUX 1 ame-
pukanckux BBC, koropsie 6ecriokomiu
toHoro [ Ibepa Mapuiio. betonHble uyioBuU-
111a NOABOHBIX 3aroHoB Jla-Poenu ocra-
FOTCSI HA CBOUX MecTax. FIX MOHyMeHTasbHast
CTpYKTypa ObLTa MOKa3aH B U3BECTHOM He-
MerkoM pubMe 1982 1. «Das Boot.
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diseases to Italian soldiers. In 1944, John’s
girlfriend perished in an air strike-caused
destruction of Marseille by the allies. After
opening the front in Normandy in June
1944, it became clear that Hitler was losing
the war. According to John, he was told by
his Todt supervisor that his German boss,
a physician in the camp and apparently
a devoted Nazi, could not be left behind
alive. And he was not.

After that, John escaped to the moun-
tainous village of Les Mayons north of
St. Tropez to his cousin, who was a part
of a group of French Resistance. John’s
fluency in English allowed him to serve
as an interpreter when American airborne
regiment landed near Les Mayons during
the operation Dragoon in August 1944.
St. Tropez and the rest of Cote d’ Azur was
liberated. John used his contacts with the
US Army in obtaining a slot as a French
Air Cadet in a newly initiated program to

Fig. 1. Submarine base (WWII)
of the port of La Pallice seen
from the southwest

Source: Wikimedia Commons
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Baselapallice08.jpg), CC-BY-SA-2.5

HIKHUX KOHEYHOCTEH M MpeaIucaHue
JIEKApCTB OT BEHEPHUECKUX 3a00JIeBaHHN
UTANbSHCKUM coiiaram. B 1944 r. nonpyra
JxoHa morubna B pe3ynsrare aBuayaapa
coro3HUKOB Ha Mapcerb. Tlocne oTkphbI-
Tus pporta B Hopmanmnm B nione 1944 1.
CTaJIo OYEBUHO, UTO [ MTIIep mpourpeiBaeT
BolHy. Kak, 1o cioBam [[xoHa, emy paccka-
3aJ1 €r0 HaYabHUK 13 TOAT, MX HEMEIKUH
00cc, TarepHbIi Bpad U IPETaHHBII HAITHCT,
HE JIOJDKEH OBbLT TOKUHYTH JIareph KUBBIM.
Tak 1 IpoU30I11LIO.

ITocne atoro [>xoH cOerkalt B TOpHYIO
nepesHto Jle-Maiion k ceBepy ot CeH-
Tpore K cBOEMY JIBOIOPOJHOMY Opary,
KOTOPBIH OBbLT 9acThio (paniry3ckoro Co-
MIPOTHUBIIEHUS. XOopoliee 3HaHue J[oHoM
AHITIMHCKOTO SI3bIKA TIO3BOJIMIIO €MY BBI-
CTyTIaTh B Ka4decTBE IMEepeBOTIMKA, KOTHa
aMEPUKAHCKU JIECAHTHBIN MOJIK TPU3EM-
nuicst Bosne Jle-Maiton Bo Bpemsi ore-
pammu [lparyn B aBrycre 1944 1. Cen-
Tpore 1 Bech octanbHO# JlazypHsiii Oeper
ObLT 0CBOOOXKIEH. JI?KOH BOCITOJIL30BAJICS

Puc. 1. baza nogBonHbIX Jogok (Bropas
MHpoBas BoifHa) B mopty Jla-Ilamuc, Bug
¢ Ioro-3amaza

Hcrounnk: Wikimedia Commons
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Baselapallice08.jpg), CC-BY-SA-2.5
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rebuild the French Air Force and travelled
to the United States for training.

He did not share with me the details
of his medical supervisor’s final moments.
However, John told me that since that mo-
ment in his life his gun was always with
him. Indeed, he always had his gun near-
by in his bedroom and talked a lot about
WWIL. Strikingly, the subject of John’s
deliberations with me was the role of Sta-
lin, Churchill, and Roosevelt in the global
military conflict. He acknowledged that
Soviet Union paved the path to the victory
in WWII stressing that the contribution of
the Red Army was decisive. John lamented
that Americans en masse are unaware of
this piece of information of crucial histor-
ical importance.

' For readers willing to learn more about
the history of war trauma, a fascinating
review of French researchers Marc-Antoine
and Louis Crocq (2000, Dialogues Clin.
Neurosci. 2: 47-55. https://www.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3181586/) shows
the evolution of the diagnostic vocabulary
including such terms as “soldier’s heart”,
“shell shock”, “war neurosis” (or the név-
rose de guerre and Kriegsneurose in French
and German) into the posttraumatic stress
disorder or PTSD. This term first appeared
upon the end of the Vietnam War in 1980
in the third edition of the Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
(DSM-III) of the American Psychiatric
Association and now became a household
name.

cBonMU cBs3siMu ¢ apmueit CILIA, 9To0s
TIOTYYUTh MECTO (DPAHITy3CKOTO JIeTIHKA-
Ka/ieTa B HeZJaBHO MHUIIMMPOBAHHOM MPO-
rpaMMe BOCCTAHOBIICHHS (PPaHITy3CKHX
BBC, 1 noexair Ha o0yueHHe B AMEpPHUKY.

OH He MTOIEITHIICS CO MHOHM TOompoo-
HOCTSAMH ITOCIIEAHUX MOMEHTOB XU3HU
CBOETO MEIMITMHCKOTO0 pyKoBoanTems. Of-
Haxo J[>KOH cKazal MHe, 4TO C TOTO MOMEH-
Ta OH BCEIJIa HOCWUJ C COOOM IHUCTOJIET.
IonTBepxmaro, y HEro B CIaibHE BCerma
TIO/T PYKO# OBUT MUCTOJET, 1 OH MHOTO TO-
Bopui1 0 Bropoii mupoBoii Boiine'. Tlopa-
3WUTEJBHO, HO TIPeIMETOM Hamiero ¢ J[xo-
HOM 00CyxaeHus Obuta pois CranuHa,
Uepurmsa u Py3BensTa B m100aI6HOM BO-
eHHoM KoH(imkTe. OH npu3Hai, uto Co-
BeTckuii Coro3 MPOJIOKHIT My Th K TTo0ee
B0 BTOpoii MupoBoii BoiiHE, MOTYEPKHYB,
4T0 BKJIAA KpacHoit ApMun ObLT peraro-
M. J[PKOH IToceToBat, YTo aMepUKaHITbI
B Macce CBOEH He 3HAIOT 00 AToi mHbOp-
MaliH, IMEIOIIEH CTOJb PEIaroIee HCTo-
pHYecKoe 3HaYCHHE.

JUo1st urrarenei, »keJIaroipx y3Harb Oosbllie
00 MCTOPHH BOSHHOM TPaBMBl, (hpaHILy3CKUE
uccienoBarenu Mapk-Antya u Jlyn Kpox
B cBoéM 0030pe (2000, Dialogues Clin.
Neurosci. 2: 47-55. https://www.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3181586) moxa-
3bIBAIOT NPEBPAILICHUC TAKUX JUATrHOCTUYC-
CKHX TCPMHUHOB, KaK «COJIAATCKOE CEPALIEY,
«KOHTY3HBIH ITIOK», «BOCHHBII HEBPO3» (KT
névrose de guerre u Kriegsneurose Ha (paH-
Iy3CKOM 1 HEMEIIKOM $I3bIKaXx ), B IOCTTPaB-
MarH4eCKOe CTPECCOBOE PACCTPOHCTBO UIIH
[ITCP. 10T TepMuH BHEPBBIC MOSBHUICT
B KOHIIe BoMHBI Bo BreTHame B 1980 1. B Tpe-
THEM U3JJaHUU I[I/lal" HOCTHYECKOI'O U CTaTu-
CTHYECKOTO PYKOBOJICTBA MO NCUXUYECKUM
paccrpoiictBam (Diagnostic and Statistical
Manual of Mental Disorders, DSM-III) Ame-
PUKAHCKOM [ICHXHATPUUYECKOH acCoLMaliy
U1 CTAJI Ha CETOAHS HapHUIIAaTCIIbHBIM.
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The recognition of the decisive role
of the Soviet Union in the victory over
Nazi I have also heard from Francois,
who lived in Switzerland during the war.
Francois worked for a long time as an
engineer at Renault plant. He spoke Eng-
lish, but his French accent was easily
recognizable. We met with him at a table
tennis club in Florida. Francois recalled
how he and his friends were awaiting
with impatience radio broadcasts with
the latest news from the battlegrounds in
the East, and how they mapped the ad-
vances of the Red Army. Because the
number of tables in the club was limited,
we had to wait for some time for our
turns. Therefore, I got a chance to chat
with Francois and another player, Henry.

kokok

Like John and Francois, Henry Rubin
related his WWII experiences to me with-
out my solicitation. He served in the Polish
Army and had a chance to hit the Germans
from his cannon. However, their resistance
did not last long. Soon after their retreat to
Bialystok in Eastern Poland, Henry found
himself in a camp for prisoners of war in
Northern Russia. His supervisor liked his
technical skills and wanted to keep this
useful worker in the camp. He tried to
conceal the agreement of Soviet and Polish
Government about the creation of Polish
Army under the command of General
Anders on the USSR territory in August of
1941. Henry was able to find the document
and faced the administrator insisting on his
immediate release. He was evacuated to
Iran with Anders’ Army, which later joined
British forces in Palestine. A table tennis
champion of Lodz before the war, he sadly

Hkskok

[Tpu3naBan pemaromtyto poib CoBeT-
ckoro Coto3a B moOesie HaJ| HAIUCTaMHU
Takke 1 Opancya, KoTopbiit xui B [11Bel-
LIapuy BO BpeMsi BoMHbI. DpaHcya 101roe
BpeMsi paboTasl HHKEHEpOM Ha 3aBOJIe
Peno. OH roBopwI MO-aHIIIMICKH, HO €T0
(bpaHITy3CKHI aKIICHT OBUT JIETKO Y3HABACM.
MBI BCTPETHITHCH C HUM B KITyO€ HACTOJb-
Horo TenHuca Bo dropue. Dpancya Bero-
MHHAJI, KaK OH U €10 JIPY3bs C HETEPIICHIEM
YKITAJH pa IrioTiepeiad ¢ OCIIETHIME HOBO-
CTSIMHU C TT0JIe cpaskeHui Ha BocToke 1 Kak
OHU OoTMevaliu HactymieHue KpacHoi
Apmun. TToCKONIBKY KOJIMYECTBO CTOJIOB
B KJTyOe OBLTO OTpaHUIEHO, HAaM TIPHUIILTOCH
JKZIaTh CBOGH Odepea HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl.
Takum 0Opa3oM, y MEHsI TTOSIBHJIACH BO3-
MOXKHOCTB 1oo0marscs ¢ @pancya u 1py-
TUM UTPOKOM, [ eHpHu.

Hkskok

Kak u J[>xon ¢ @pancya, ['eapu Pyoun
HE K/TaJl TPUITIAIIeHNs, YTOOBI HadaTh pac-
CKa3bIBATh O CBOEM OITbITE BO BTOpOi MUpO-
BoM BoliHe. OH CITy>KFUT TOT/Ia B TIOJTECKOM
apMUH ¥ CMOT J]aKe BBICTPEITUTH B HEMIIEB
13 cBoel mynky. OHAKO WX COMPOTHBIIC-
HHE JUTWIOCH Henonro. Bekope mocie ux
orcTyrieHus: B benoctok B BocTouHoi
[Tonbie 'eHpux okazascs B J1arepe Jijist BO-
EHHOIUIEHHBIX Ha ceBepe Poccuu. Ero Ha-
YaJIbHUKY HPABIIIUCH €TO TEXHUYECKHE
HaBBIKH, U OH XOTEJ OCTABHUTh TAKOTO T10-
JIC3HOTO PaOOTHHKA B j1arepe. OH MOIbITall-
Csl CKPBITh JIOTOBOPEHHOCTH COBETCKOTO
Y TIOJIBCKOTO TIPABHUTENLCTB O CO3IaHUU
[Tonbckoii apMuK 101 KOMaHIOBaHUEM T'e-
Hepana Aanepca Ha tepputopun CCCP
B aBrycte 1941 r. ['enpu cMor HaiTH 3TOT
JIOKYMEHT H TIOIIEN K Ha9aJIbCTBY, HACTAH-
Bas Ha HEME/IIEHHOM OCcBOOOKieHnH. Ero
sBakyupoBaiu B Mpan ¢ apmueit Aniepca,
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told me that found none of his family mem-
bers upon the end of WWII in Poland.

It is hard to believe, but right after
Henry’s death, I met another Rubin on
a plane from Poland who found himself
in Russia after the beginning of the war.
Like Henry, this Rubin (unfortunately,
his first name escaped from my memory)
came forward with recollection of his
wartime experiences. He warmly recalled
his schoolteacher from the Ural region,
who protected him from his classmate
bullying so long ago. I was struck that
both men showed genuine disposition
to share their memories about Russia
with me.

kokok

Finally, I would like to look back on
my conversation with Professor Arisztid
Kovach from Hungary. I met him in Wash-
ington in 1994 during an annual meeting
of the Society for Neuroscience. We had
a very good time just before he departed to
Philadelphia, where he conducted studies at
the University of Pennsylvania as a visiting
scholar. Dr. Kovach was a distinguished
physiologist from Semmelweis Universi-
ty in Budapest. He served as a secretary
of the World Federation of Physiological
Sciences and created an internationally
recognized research school, setting in
motion several generations of Hungarian
scientists. In the 1970s, my colleagues Ivan
Demchenko, Gustav Weinstein, Alexander
Krivchenko, and the head of our laboratory
Professor Yuri Moskalenko at the Institute
of Evolutionary Physiology and Biochem-

KOTOpasi TOPKE MPHUCOSANHIIIACH K OpH-
TaHCKUM BoMckaM B [asiectrne. Yemrnon
Jlon3u o HacTOILHOMY TEHHHCY J10 BOWHBI,
OH C IPYCTBIO PaccKasal, 4yTo, BEpHYBIIIHCh
B [onb1ty nocse okonuanust Bropoit mupo-
BOM BOMHBI, HE HAIIIEII TaM HUKOTO M3 UJie-
HOB CBOEH CEMbH.

TpynHO TOBEpHUTH, HO Cpasy MOcIe
cmeptu [eHpH 5 BCTpeTHi B caMolieTe
u3 [omemm apyroro PyorHa, KoTophIii 1mo-
cJie Havyasia BOHbI okazascs B Poccun. Kak
u ['eHpu, 10T PyOHH (K COXaJICHHIO, €ro
MM YCKOJIB3HYIIO M3 MOEH aMsITH) TIofie-
JIAJICS] BOCHOMHHAHMSIMH O CBOMX BOSHHBIX
niepexuBaHusIX. OH C TETUIOTOM BCIIOMIHAIT
CBOETO IIKOIBHOTO YUUTEIIs ¢ Ypaia, KOTo-
PBI TOT/Ia 3AIIUIIAT €r0 OT N3/IEBATEIILCTB
CO CTOPOHBI OJHOKJIACCHHWKA. MeHs mo-
pa3mIio To, 4To 002 MY>KYHHBI TIPOSIBUAIN
WCKpEHHee KeJIaHNe TIOJIeTIUTHCS CO MHOM
CBOMMH BOCTIOMHHAHUSIMH 0 Poccum.

Hskok

Haxoner, st xoTes1 ObI BCIOMHUTL MOM
pasroBop ¢ mpodeccopoM ApPHUCTHIOM
KoBauem u3 Benrpuu. S BcTpeTms ero
B Bammnrrone B 1994 . Bo Bpemsi exe-
romHOro cobpanus ObrmecTBa HeHpoOHO-
siorav. MBI 04€Hb XOPOIIIO TIPOBEIH BpeMst
TPSIMO Tieper] ero oTbe3ioM B Durasiens-
¢uro, TIe OH MPOBOAMI HMCCIIEAOBAHUS
B lleHCcHTEBaHCKOM YHUBEpCUTETE B Kade-
CTBE TPUIIANIEHHOTO y4deHoro. Jlokrop
KoBau ObIT BBITAIOMIMMCS (DH3HOIOTOM
13 YHHBepcuTeTa 3eMMenbBeiica B byma-
nierre. OH CITy w1 cexperapeM Beemmp-
HOU (pemepartit (PHBHOIOTMIECKAX HAYK
Y CO371aJT BCEMHUPHO TPU3HAHHYIO HCCIIe-
JIOBATEIBbCKYIO IITKOMY, TTOJIOKHBIITYIO Ha-
4ayuo HECKOJbKMM TOKOJICHHSM BEHTEp-
ckux ydeHbix. B 1970-e rr. Mmou kosuieru
NBan [lemuenko, ['ycrap Baiiniireiin,
Aunekcanjip KpuBueHKo W 3aBeayrolun
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istry of the Academy of USSR read and
knew well the works of Dr. Kovach and
his co-workers.

I do not know why, but after a few
minutes following our acquaintance, he
shared with me his memories of the time
when the Soviet Forces entered Budapest
after crushing German and Hungarian
resistance. Perhaps, a few Magyar words
said by me pleased Professor Kovach.
He received his medical degree in Octo-
ber of 1944. At that time, the Red Army
advanced to the outskirts of Budapest and
encircled the capital on the 26" December
1944. After a long brutal battle, the city
unconditionally surrendered on 13" Feb-
ruary 1945. The website of Semmelweis
University' informs that its Rector praised
Kovach for his exemplary humanitarian
conduct during the siege of Budapest.
However, he did not mention this in our
conversation. He spoke about misery,
devastation, and his gratitude to Colonel
Smirnov of the Red Army, who ordered
to deliver containers packed with food
to starving Arisztid and his colleagues
from their physiological laboratory. A few
years later, he again met Smirnov in Mos-
cow when he attended an international
symposium. Unfortunately, I did not ask
neither the first name nor who Colonel
Smirnov was. Two years after our con-
versation, Dr. Kovach died.

kokok

At the end of my letter, I would like
to highlight how Marillaud’s manuscript

Harel jJaboparopueit mpodeccop KOpwmii
Mockanenko u3 MHCTUTYTa 3BOIIOIMOH-
Hoit hmsmonorun u oroxmmuu AH CCCP
YUTAINA ¥ OBLTH XOPOIIO 3HAKOMBI C pado-
Tamu Joktopa KoBava u ero xosuier.

He 3nato mouemy, HO yepe3 HECKOITBKO
MUHYT TI0CJI€ HAIlIero 3HAaKOMCTBA OH I10-
JIEITUIICS] CO MHOM CBOMMH BOCTIOMHHAHH-
SIMU O BpeMeHH, Korna CoBeTCKHUe BOcKa
BoILIM B bymamemr nocie mogaBieHus
conporuBiieHus: ['epmanuu u Benrpuu.
Bo3mokHO0, ckazaHHBIC MHOM HECKOJIBKO
MaJIbSPCKHX CJIOB TOHPABMIIMCH TIpodec-
copy Kosauy. OH nomry4ust cTenesnsp JoK-
TOpa MEIUIMHEI B OKTI0pe 1944 1. B 310
Bpems KpacHass ApMusi mpoaBHUHYIaCh
Ha OKpanHe bynarierra u oKpy>Kuim cto-
muity 26 mexadps 1944 1. [loce monroro
YKECTOKOTO CPaXKEHHS TOpOo] 0€30T0BOPOY-
HO KarmuTyaupoBan 13 ¢espams 1945 .
Ha caiite YuuBepcurera 3emmernbBaiical
TOBOPHTCS, YTO €T0 peKTop noxBami Ko-
Baya 3a 00pa3IoBbIe TyMaHUTAPHBIE JEeH-
CTBHS BO Bpems Onokanel bymamemira.
OpHako B HaIIEM pa3roBOpe OH 00 3TOM
He ynomsHy. OH paccka3a 0 HeB3royiax,
OITYCTOIICHUH U CBOEH OJIarofapHOCTH
noKoBHUKY KpacHoit Apmun CMHPHOBY,
KOTOPBIH MTPHUKa3ai JOCTABUTH €1y TOJI0-
JMaronuM APUCTUIY U €ro KoJuleram
13 (PU3HOIOTHIECKOH J1aboparopuu. YUe-
pe3 HECKOJIBKO JIET OH CHOBA BCTPETHIICS
co CMupHOBBIM B MOCKBE, KOT/1a TOCETHII
MEXIyHapOoHbIN cumiiosuyM. K coxa-
JICHUIO, sl HE CIIPOCHJI MMs TIOJIKOBHHKA
CwmupHoBa. Uepes 1Ba rojia mocie Hariero
pasroBopa gokTop Kosaa ymep.

Hkskok

B xonrie cBoero mmceMa s XoTemn Obl
MOYEPKHYTh, KaK BOCIIOMUHAHUsI Mapuiio

' http://baratikor.semmelweis.hu/galeria/page.php?id=95
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enriched my understanding of the ties be-
tween France and Russia. One interesting
historical parallel presented by the author
in the afterword is the Soviet-German
Peace pact of 1939 and Franco-Russian
treaties of Tilsit of 1807. Marillaud pointed
out that the correspondence of the Russian
czarina shows how Alexander I foresaw
the attack of Napoleon on Russia despite
a very friendly conduct of French Emper-
or. However, the czar needed the treaty at
least to delay the invasion. This hidden
aim of the Russian czar is confirmed by
Henry Troyat, French historian and writer,
in his book titled Alexander of Russia. Na-
poleon’s Conqueror. Troyant cited private
letters of both Alexander and Napoleon
and wrote:

“Thus, each of the two Emperors thought
he was deceiving the other in an atmos-
phere of theatrical cordiality. For Napole-
on, Tilsit was the assurance that he would
have a free hand elsewhere; for Alexander,
it was an honorable way of gaining time.
Though each declared that this treaty
promised a lasting peace, neither of them

9]

was really convinced of it”".

Stalin had a predicament of a very
similar nature, facing the threat of destruc-
tion by the newly grown German military
might in 1939. The personality of Stalin
can evoke different emotions. However,
one of the most impressive opinions about
this statesman [ have heard came from my
friend Almos Trif, Professor of Pathology
from the Romanian city lasi. When a de-
bate about the role of Stalin has flared up

! Troyant Henry. In: Alexander of Russia.
Napoleon’s Conqueror. E.P. Dutton, Inc,
New York, 1982, p. 106.

000TaTHIT MOE ITOHUMAHHE CBSI3EH MEXITY
®pannueit u Poccueil. IntepecHas ucro-
pudecKas mapauielb, IpeJCTaBIeHHAs
aBTOPOM B TIOCIIECIIOBHH, — JTO COBET-
CKO-T€pPMaHCKUH MUPHBIH 1oroBop 19391
1 (hpaHKO-pOCCUUCKUN TUIB3UTCKUN
mup 1807 . Mapwuiio ykaszai, 4To nepe-
MTUCKA PyCCKOM LApHUIIBI IIOKA3bIBACT, KaK
Aunexkcanjip I npeasuaen HanageHue Ha-
nojieona Ha Poccuio HecMOTps Ha OYeHb
TIPYKEITFO0HOE ITOBEICHHE (DPAHITY3CKOTO
uMmrepatopa. OgHAKO Mapio JOTOBOP OBLT
HY>KEH XOTsI ObI 9TOOBI OTCPOYUTH BTOP-
JKEHHUE. DTy CKPBITYIO I1eJTb PYCCKOTO Iapst
MOJITBEPIKAAET (PPAHIY3CKUN HCTOPHUK
u niucaresib Aupu Tpyaiisi B cBoei KHUTE
«Anexcaunp I. Cesepunrit ChUHKCY.
TposiH IPOIUTUPOBAIT YaCTHBIE TIHCHMa
Aunekcanjipa u Haroneona u Harnvcait:

«Takxum 00pa3oM, Kbl U3 Tocynapeit
[I0JIATaeT, YTO, IEMOHCTPUPYS MOKA3HYIO
CepAEYHOCTb, CyMell OLypaduTh JPyToro.
s Hanoneona Tuib3ut — yBepeHHOCTh
B cBOOONE NEHCTBUU NMPOTUB AHININH;
Jui AnekcaHzpa — IOYETHOE CPEJCTBO
BEIMTPaTh Bpemsi. O0a OHU JIENaroT BUJ,
410 THUIB3UTCKUNA 10TOBOP — 3aJI0T JUIH-
TEJIBHOIO MUpPA, HO B IEUCTBUTEIBHOCTU
HU TOT, HU JIPYTO B 9TO HE BEPHUT» .

VY Cranuna ObIIO 3aTPyAHUTENBHOE
TIOJIOKEHUE O4YEHBb TTOXOXKETO XapakTepa:
OH CTOJIKHYJICS C YTPO30H pa3pyIIeHUs
B 1939 1. co cTOpoHBI BRIpOCIIIEH 32 He-
JlaBHEe BpeMsi BOEHHOW Mollpto [epma-
Huu. JInurocth CTajrHa MOYKET BbI3BIBAThH
paznbie sMorn. OHAKO OJJHO U3 CAMBIX
BIICYATIIIONIMX MHEHHH 00 3TOM Tocyaap-
CTBEHHOM JesITelie, KOTOpOe S CIIBIIIAT,
WCXOIIIIO OT Moero sipyra Aimoca Tpuda,
npogeccopa MaToorui U3 PyMBIHCKOTO

' Tpyaiis A. Anekcaunp I. CeBepHblit

counkc / A. Tpyaiis. Amdopa, 2015.
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Fig. 2. Paris Metro Lines 2-5-7
Stalingrad sign

Source: Wikimedia Commons
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Paris Metro Stalingrad station
sign.jpg), CC-BY-SA-4.0

in their house in the early 1960s, his moth-
er, [lona Pal', put it very simply: “If Stalin
had not existed, you Almos would not have
existed”.

' Tlona Pal was of Szekely nationality, a sub-
group of Ugric people, and a graduate of
Pedagogical College of Elek Benedek,
a Hungarian writer, in the town of Odor-
heiu Secuiesc, Transylvania. In the clouds
of anti-Semitic atmosphere of 1938, she
courageously stood for her choice and
married a Jewish young man Zicman, who
later became a renowned acarologist in
Romania.

TRy

Puc. 2. Jluauu metpo 2-5-7 ITapmxka.
3unak CranuHrpana

Hcrounnk: Wikimedia Commons
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Paris Metro Stalingrad station
sign.jpg), CC-BY-SA-4.0

ropozaa Sccel. Korna B Hayane 1960-x rr.
B UX JIOME pa3ropeiuch cropsl o ponu Cra-
JIMHA, ero Marth, Mona [Tan', oueHsb mpocto
ckazana: «Ecmu 6b1 He Ob110 CTanmina, TeOsl,
AimMoca, Toke He ObLIIO ObD».

' Mnona ITan Obula CEKENHCKON HALMOHAIIb-
HOCTH, HOATPYIIIIBI YTOPCKOTO HapoJa,
U OKOHYMUJIIa HGZ[aFOFH‘ICCKPIﬁ KOJIJIC K
Onexa benenexa (BEHrepcKoro mucaress)
B Topore Onopxero-Cekyeck, Tpancuib-
Banms. Hecmotpst Ha anTrcemMuTi3M 1938 1.
OHa MYXXECTBECHHO OTCTauBaja CBOI BBI-
0Op ¥ BBIILIA 3aMY’K 33 MOJIOZIOTO €Bpest
3uumMana, KOTOPBIH BIOCIEICTBUH CTaJ
N3BECCTHBIM PYMBIHCKUM aKapOJIOIrOM.
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It is symbolical that the victory of
Stalingrad became the first glow of hope,
as Dr. Marillaud expressed it in his man-
uscript, for the coming defeat of invincible
German Armada. Parisians honored this
historical milestone with a new name for
ametro station. For me, visiting Stalingrad
metro station in the capital of France was
a tribute to the heroic struggles of my
parents and grandparents and to all who
we commemorate as a part of the immor-
tal regiment.

Yuri Zagvazdin, Graduate

of University of Tyumen of 1982,
Professor of Department

of Medical Education,

College of Allopathic Medicine,
Nova Southeastern University,
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

CuMmBonn4HO, yTo nodena mox Cra-
JIMHTPAJIOM CTaJia IEPBBIM CBETOM HaIEXK-
JTBI, KaK BBIpa3UIICs TOKTOp Mapwiio B cBO-
eil pykormcH, Ha Tpsayliee MopaKeHne
HeTI00eIMMO HeMeIIKoH apmajipl. B uects
WCTOPUYECKON BEXM IMaprKaHe Ha3BallU
HOBYIO CTaHITHIO MeTpo. /11t MeHs moce-
TeHne cTaHn MeTpo CTalTHTpajl B CTO-
ymtie Gpaniiy ObLIO TAaHBIO TEPONYECKON
0oprOe MOUX pomuTeneid, 6adyIek u Je-
JTYIIIEK, a TAKXKe BCEX, KOTO MBI TIOMHHAEM
B COCTaBe OECCMEPTHOTO ITOJIKA.

FOpuii 3aeeazoun, evinycrknux
Tromernckoeo 2o0cyoapcmeenno2o
yuugepcumema 1982 2.,

npogeccop xageopul

MEOUYUHCKO20 00pa306aHUs,
Konneoore annonamuueckou meouyunui,
FOz20-Bocmounsiii ynusepcumem Hoaa,
Dopm-Jlooepoetin, @ropuoa
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